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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS
Relevant articles from the Science for Environment Policy service of the
European Commission's Directorate-General of Environment.
A study assesses the impact of circular economy measures on
environmental sustainability.

More
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A study conducts an EU-wide assessment to quantify the costs and
benefits of green surfacing for different climatic scenarios.

More
What is the future for monitoring Europe’s surface waters? New
study assesses effectiveness and results from Water Framework
Directive data

More
A study using satellite data reveals the accelerating pace of glacier
shrinkage, contributing to rising sea levels, affecting water cycles and
intensifying natural hazards.

More
FRENCH PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
France took over the rotating presidency of the Council of the EU on 1
January. The priorities of the French Presidency of the Council of the
European Union:

More
On 19 January 2022, the European Commission launched the first watch
list to monitor emerging substances in drinking water. The Drinking
Water Directive sets a watch list addressing substances and compounds
of concern to the public or the scientific community on health grounds
for water intended for human consumption. The watch list indicates a
guidance value for each substance and compound and a possible
method of analysis that does not entail high costs.

More
Building a Climate-Resilient Future - A new EU Strategy on Adaptation to
Climate Change. European Commission adopted a new EU Strategy on
Adaptation to Climate Change,

More
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 22 2022: World Water Day 2022
This year the World Water Day is focused on: groundwater.
Groundwater is invisible, but its impact is visible everywhere. Out of sight,
under our feet, groundwater is a hidden treasure that enriches our lives.
Almost all of the liquid freshwater in the world is groundwater. As climate
change gets worse, groundwater will become more and more critical. We
need to work together to sustainably manage this precious resource.
Groundwater may be out of sight, but it must not be out of mind.

More
28 - 31 March: MENA Climate Week 2022
The first-ever MENA Climate Week is set to build on the outcomes of
COP26 and explore resilience against climate risks, the transition to a
low-emission economy and collaboration to solve pressing challenges.

More
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27 Mar. - 02 Apr 2022: LET2022 -The 17th IWA Leading Edge Conference
on Water and Wastewater Technologies
The IWA Leading Edge Conference on Water and Wastewater Technologies
is designed to be the place where new ideas are introduced and the
opportunity is provided to interact with the “best of the best”. This is the
global conference where new insights into how pioneering science,
technological innovation and leading practices shape the major
transformation in water management that is underway.

More
31 March 2022: Water Market Europe
As Europe aims to reach climate neutrality and a circular economy by
2050, we need to develop new models and symbiotic solutions for
industrial water. That’s why Water Market Europe 2022 is coming up on
March 31. We are offering you the chance to address challenges and
boost your business by matchmaking stakeholder needs and knowledge
providers for efficient solutions for industrial water management.

More
May 30 June 2, 2022: Fundamentals of Water Utility Regulation (Budapest
Hungary & Hybrid)
This ERRA course is dedicated to the core responsibilities and activities of
water utility regulatory authorities. Participants will gain knowledge on key
economic concepts guiding the operation of the sector, the challenges
faced by sector participants including the wider problems of water
management, and the role of the regulator and regulatory models
including best practices. A core theme of the course is tariff setting and
approval by the regulator: theoretical lessons will be supplemented by
case study examples and a tariff setting exercise. Sufficient time will also
be dedicated to the role of performance benchmarking in regulation.

More
4

REGULATION & ENVIRONMENT
GROUNDWATER & WATER RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT
Urban Self-Supply from Groundwater. An Analysis of Management
Aspects and Policy Needs
The use of private water wells for self-supply in developing cities has
‘mushroomed’ during recent decades, such that it is now an important
component of total water-supply, but one all too frequently overlooked
in official figures. Selected global experience of the phenomenon (from
10 cities in 3 continents) is succinctly summarized, and then analyzed
from differing perspectives, before drawing recommendations on
priorities for its improved management.

More
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A Technical Note on the Application of a Water Budget Model at
Regional Scale: A Water Manager’s Approach towards a Sustainable
Water Resources Management
Evaluating the quantitative status of groundwater has always
represented an essential planning tool for water managers. Today, in
addition to the traditional modelling and management applications, the
quantification of groundwater resources increasingly aims at evaluating
effective water bodies’ health. In fact, the founding principles introduced
by the most recent international directives in terms of water protection
are specifically addressed to natural ecosystems’ protection complying
with different socio-economic conditions. In this context, this paper
proposes the implementation of an analytical water budget model for
the assessment of the groundwater potential recharge status
throughout its managed area.

More
GROUNDWATER – MAKING THE INVISIBLE VISIBLE
World Water Day is on 22 March every year. It is an annual United
Nations Observance, started in 1993, that celebrates water and raises
awareness of the 2 billion people currently living without access to safe
water. A core focus of World Water Day is to inspire action towards
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6: water and sanitation for all by
2030.
World Water Day 2022 Factsheet: Facts, information and stories to
help you learn more about groundwater’s critical role.

More
New UNESCO book on Managed Aquifer Recharge presents 28 reallife examples showcasing potential for resilience and sustainability

More
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Water Underground Talks is a series of short videos in which
groundwater experts from around the world share their passions
and the latest research. In an interview format, researchers from
around the world explain their work on the connections between
groundwater, climate, food and people.

More
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) generates highquality hydrological data, products and services. WMO’s three Global
Hydrological Data Centres help “build a water value chain from data
collection to decision”:
The Global Runoff Data Centre (GRDC)
The International Groundwater Resource Assessment Centre
(IGRAC)
The International Data Centre on Hydrology of Lakes and
Reservoirs (HYDROLARE)

More
The Issue of Groundwater Salinization in Coastal Areas of the
Mediterranean Region: A Review
The Mediterranean area is undergoing intensive demographic, social,
cultural, economic, and environmental changes. In this review paper, the
historical and geographical distribution of peer-review studies and the
main mechanisms that promote aquifer salinization in the
Mediterranean area are critically discussed, providing the state of the art
on topics such as actual saltwater wedge characterization, management
of groundwater overexploitation using numerical models and GIS
mapping techniques for aquifer vulnerability to salinization.

More
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A Review of Groundwater Management Models with a Focus on IoTBased Systems
The global evolution of the Internet of Things (IoT) has enhanced the
culture of data gathering for the management of groundwater
resources. At the moment groundwater managers lack an efficient and
real-time groundwater management system. This paper seeks to
highlight the current groundwater management models as well as the
IoT contributions

More
Quantifying Groundwater Resources for Municipal Water Use in a
Data-Scarce Region
Groundwater is a major source of drinking water worldwide, often
considered more reliable than surface water and more accessible.
Nowadays, there is wide recognition by the scientific community that
groundwater resources are under threat from overexploitation and
pollution. For an appropriate and sustainable management of water
systems supplied by springs and/or groundwater withdrawn from
aquifers, it's important to properly quantify groundwater resources
availability, In this study, groundwater recharge assessment for the
Santissima Aqueduct is carried out through a GIS-based inverse
hydrogeological balance methodology.

More
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FROM OUR MEMBERS

From WICS (United Kingdom - Scotland)
Economic regulation at a crossroads
Alan Sutherland, Chief Executive of WICS considers the limitations of the
traditional regulatory approach and highlights a way forward that may
put the water industry in a stronger place to face future challenges,
including climate change

More
Tariff Process (2022-2024) - From WSRA (Kosovo)
The Water Service Regulatory Authority (WSRA) in Kosovo has conducted
and completed the tariff process for the years 2022-2024, and the new
tariffs were based on the application submitted by service providers in
the mid of 2021.

More
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From ERSAR (Portugal)
ERSAR PUBLISHES THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE CHARACTERIZATION OF
WATER AND WASTE SERVICES
Volume 1 of the Annual Report on Water and Waste Services in Portugal
(RASARP 2021) is now available, which summarizes the most relevant
information regarding the characterization and evolution of the sector,
referenced to 31 December 2020, including the quality assessment of the
service provided to users, benchmarking the performance of managing
entities, legal and contractual monitoring and the economic and financial
framework of the sector. (Link in Portuguese)

More
From REGAGEN (Montenegro)
Data Portal
Have a look at the data portal from REGAGEN, the Energy and Water
Regulatory Agency of Montenegro, to discover more about the water
sector in Montenegro.

More
ABOUT US
WAREG is the European Association of national and regional public authorities
with supervisory and tariff-setting competencies over drinking water and
wastewater services. Our primary aim is to disseminate knowledge of the most
advanced economic instruments that incentivize capital investment, efficient
operational costs, and environmental sustainability in the water industry, and
that ensure universal access to high-quality standards of water services. We
promote best practices of implementation of the EU acquis in the drinking water
and wastewater sector, within EU Member Countries and EU candidate
Countries. Our Members protect the interests of more than 400 million citizens
in the wider European region.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
Click on this link to subscribe and receive every month news
from water regulators from all around Europe about the water
and wastewater sector.
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