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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS
FRENCH PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
France took over the rotating presidency of the Council of the EU on 1
January. The priorities of the French Presidency of the Council of the
European Union:

More
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On 19 January 2022, the European Commission launched the first watch
list to monitor emerging substances in drinking water. The Drinking
Water Directive sets a watch list addressing substances and compounds
of concern to the public or the scientific community on health grounds
for water intended for human consumption. The watch list indicates a
guidance value for each substance and compound and a possible
method of analysis that does not entail high costs.

More
On 22 December 2021, the Institute for European Environmental Policy
(IEEP) published a report for the European Commission on Green
Taxation. The Report provides calculations of the external costs of air
pollution and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, water pollution, waste
management, water scarcity and biodiversity loss in the EU. It also
assesses how these costs are internalised in current taxes and other
economic instruments across the EU Member States.

More
The commission releases a guidance on new protected areas to help put
Europe’s nature on the path to recovery following the EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030. The guidance document identifies a set of criteria that
the Member States may use to identify additional protected areas.

More
The European Parliament and Commission released a joint Special
Eurobarometer on the Future of Europe. Europeans see climate change
as the top challenge for the EU.

More
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UPCOMING EVENTS
3 February 2022: Horizon Europe Info Days dedicated to Cluster 5
(Climate, Energy & Mobility). Organised by the European Commission
(Online).

More
03 Feb 2022: Financial sustainability of wastewater management in the
Danube region. Organised by: Danube Water Program, World Bank and
ICPDR

More
8 Feb 2022: MEP Water Group Online Webinar: How to make the energy
efficiency directive Water-Smart? Organised by the MEP Water Group on
the Energy Efficiency Directive.

More
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22-23 Feb 2022: World Water-Tech Innovation Summit. The annual
meeting place for the global water ecosystem. Utilities, regulators,
engineering firms, technology giants, start-ups, and investors come
together to exchange insights, be inspired and identify future partners.

More

REGULATION & ENVIRONMENT
A study assesses the impact of circular economy measures on
environmental sustainability.

More
A study conducts an EU-wide assessment to quantify the costs and
benefits of green surfacing for different climatic scenarios.

More
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Water Management in Agriculture and Industry: Challenges, Trends,
and Opportunities
This Special Issue aims to explore current challenges, trends and
opportunities for sustainability and innovation, in the fields of
agricultural and industrial water management. In this context, circular
economy concepts (such as wastewater treatment and reuse) and
digitalisation (for instance, sensors, algorithms, and data analytics) could
enable the transition towards the sustainable, efficient, and smart use of
water. This Special Issue focuses on providing novel solutions for
minimising freshwater consumption and pollution, limiting water scarcity
risks, and driving agriculture and industry towards a water-friendly
competitive profile

More
A study using satellite data reveals the accelerating pace of glacier
shrinkage, contributing to rising sea levels, affecting water cycles and
intensifying natural hazards.

More
Researchers identify the challenges and enabling factors associated
with local implementation of low- and zero-carbon transitions.

More
Eco-Innovation Analyses in the Management of Drinking Water
Provided by the Main Suppliers in Romania
This article focuses on aspects related to eco-innovation in the field of
drinking water quality in all administrative regions of Romania. In this
regard, a study was undertaken to identify and highlight the degree of
eco-innovation of drinking water suppliers in seven underdeveloped
regions of Romania. Starting from analysing the water management
framework through the OECD Principles on Water Governance, it was
possible to develop a study on drinking water supply companies in
Romania.

More
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Smart Technologies for Sustainable Water Management: An Urban
Analysis
This research focuses on the impact of digitization on sustainable urban
water management. More specifically, existing scientific literature studies
were explored for providing meaningful insights on smart water
technologies implemented in urban contexts, emphasizing supply and
distribution networks. The review analysis outcomes were classified
according to three main pillars identified: (i) level of analysis (i.e.,
municipal or residential/industrial); (ii) technology used (e.g., sensors,
algorithms); and (iii) research scope/focus (e.g., monitoring,
optimization), with the use of a systematic approach. Overall, this study
is expected to act as a methodological tool and guiding map of the most
pertinent state-of-the-art research efforts to integrate digitalization in
the field of water stewardship and improve urban sustainability.

More
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FROM OUR MEMBERS

Tariff Process (2022-2026) - From BRUGEL - (Belgium - Brussels
Region)
In December 2021, BRUGEL approved the water tariffs for the period
2022-2026 as well as the general sales conditions of Vivaqua. This is a
major first for the Brussels-Capital Region. These new fair and equitable
tariffs (which define both the price of drinking water, for residential and
professional use, and wastewater treatment) guarantee an efficient and
sustainable service for all Brussels residents. The new general conditions
also represent an important step forward in the protection of Brussels
users.
BRUGEL also took advantage of this announcement to develop various
communication tools (infographics, dynamic representation of the
evolution of the bill, ...) to make decisions more comprehensible to the
citizens of Brussels.
(Article available in French)

More
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Annual Report on KPI - From ERSARA (Portugal - Azores Islands)
The Water and Waste Services Regulation Authority of Azores– ERSARA,
recently published its annual report on the quality of the water and waste
services in the Azores, with reference to 2020.
The results obtained on the key performance indicators developed by
ERSARA indicate a positive evaluation on the quality of the services
provided by the regulated operators of the water and waste sector, that
provided data. The results for each activity were the following:
Water supply: 43% positive and average evaluations, 22% negative
and 35% without results for lack of data;
Wastewater drainage and treatment: 27% positive and average
evaluations, 15% negative and 58% without results for lack of data;
Waste management (collection): 45% positive and average
evaluations, 30% negative and 24% without results for lack of data;
Waste management (treatment): 72% positive and average
evaluations and 28% de negative
In the scope of its powers, ERSARA is responsible for the regulation of the
quality of the services provided by the operators of the water and waste
services in the Azores, through the collection of information that allows to
assess their performance and benchmarking.
(Report available in Portuguese)

More
Tariff Process (2022-2024) - From WSRA (Kosovo)
The Water Service Regulatory Authority (WSRA) in Kosovo has conducted
and completed the tariff process for the years 2022-2024, and the new
tariffs were based on the application submitted by service providers in
the mid of 2021.

More
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From ERSAR (Portugal)
4th GENERATION INDICATORS
After analysing the water sector's contributions, ERSAR publishes the 27th
Technical Guide on the 4th generation of indicators of the water and
waste service quality assessment system.
This revision of the quality assessment system results from the need to
adapt it to the strategic lines of the most recent European sectoral plans
and targets which, in general, introduces new indicators that respond to
the latest challenges and changes in the definitions and benchmarks of
existing indicators, as well as the inclusion of the rainwater service in the
evaluation system.
The new set of indicators will be applied from 2022 onward, for data
submission that will take place in 2023, noting that some indicators and
reference values will be in the testing phase during this first year of
implementation, for possible revision, given the results obtained and/or
given the targets established, in the final versions of the two Strategic
Plans, to be soon published. 2022 will be a year of dissemination of this
guide by the water operators, through training sessions which will provide
an opportunity to clarify doubts and consolidate this 4th generation of
indicators.
(Link in Portuguese)

More
From ERSAR (Portugal)
TARIFF RECOMMENDATION, PUBLIC CONSULTATION STARTED
ERSAR started the public consultation of the new water services tariff
recommendation, which is intended to partially replace previous
recommendations from 2007, 2009, 2010 and 2018.
This Recommendation addresses the water sector operators and their
users, regardless of the adopted management model and focuses on
tariffs formation for public drinking water supply and urban wastewater
services.
(Link in Portuguese)

More
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ERSAR ASSIGNS QUALITY SEALS TO WATER SERVICES
The distinctions are awarded to water operators who provide water
supply and wastewater services and have stood out for their excellent
performance during 2019 and 2020.
This ERSAR's initiative, which has the participation of a significant jury
representing the sector, aims to distinguish the operators that stood out
for their excellent performance by awarding them the Quality of Service
Seal in different categories in the water service. The distinguished
operators are automatically qualified to the Service Excellence Award,
which aims to reward the operator with the best performance in each
category, whose winner was also announced during the same event (16th
Expo Água), held last November.
In total, more than one hundred and fifty water supply and wastewater
sanitation operators received the Water Service Quality Seal.
(Link in Portuguese)

More
ABOUT US
WAREG is the European Association of national and regional public authorities
with supervisory and tariff-setting competencies over drinking water and
wastewater services. Our primary aim is to disseminate knowledge of the most
advanced economic instruments that incentivize capital investment, efficient
operational costs, and environmental sustainability in the water industry, and
that ensure universal access to high-quality standards of water services. We
promote best practices of implementation of the EU acquis in the drinking water
and wastewater sector, within EU Member Countries and EU candidate
Countries. Our Members protect the interests of more than 400 million citizens
in the wider European region.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
Click on this link to subscribe and receive every month news
from water regulators from all around Europe about the water
and wastewater sector.
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