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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS
The European Commission invites regions and communities to join the
Mission Adaptation to Climate Change. The Mission’s objective is to
support 150 regions and communities to accelerate their transformation
towards climate resilience.

More
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Following the World Water Day theme for 22 March 2022, the European
Environmental Agency (EEA) published the briefing: “Europe’s
groundwater — a key resource under pressure”. The briefing provides
an overview of the state of groundwater in the European Union (EU).

More
On 17 March, the European Environmental Agency (EEA) published the
briefing: “Resource nexus and the European Green Deal”. The document
aims to better understand the links between natural resources that can
help the EU’s sustainability drive.

More
The Zero Pollution Stakeholder Platform:
The European Commission, jointly with the Committee of the Regions,
launched the Zero Pollution Stakeholder Platform (ZPSP). The ZPSP will
help deliver on the flagship initiatives and actions of the Zero Pollution
Action Plan. The first meeting of the ZPSP was held on 16 December and
will hold a second meeting on 25 April.

More
Opinion of the Committee of the Regions on Zero Pollution:

More
Interview with Marieke Schouten, co-chair of the Zero Pollution
Stakeholder Platform:

More
Zero pollution will be one of the main topics of the EU Green Week
2022, which will take place from 30 May to 5 June:

More
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UWWTD Implementation Country Profiles
This section presents key data related to the implementation of the
Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD) in Europe. Country
profiles are available for each EU 27 Member State, as well as for
Norway and Iceland.

More
Status of implementation of the WFD in the Member States
River Basin Management Plans are the key tools for implementing the
WFD. They are drawn up after extensive public consultation and are
valid for a six-year period.

More
Urban Waste Water Treatment map
The urban waste water treatment map shows the most recently
reported information on the implementation of the Urban Waste Water
Treatment Directive (UWWTD). It is based on data from 2018 in EU-28
countries plus Iceland and Norway, which were reported by countries in
2020.

More
Water quality assessment, by indicators
Indicator time-series assessment results for Nitrate, Ammonium,
Phosphate, Total phosphorus, and BOD5. Users can filter the data to
selected indicators, countries, water body categories... The first tab
starts with aggregated indicator results in median/avg values. The more
detailed information is provided in other tabs (Quartiles, Gap Length.

More
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UPCOMING EVENTS
4-6 April - 7th Young Water Professionals BeNeLux conference 2022
The Young Water Professionals BeNeLux conference gathers enthusiastic
professionals working on research, public sector and industry from the
Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg. The conference aims to broaden
the assistants’ scope on water-related topics and create a network of
actors.

More
April 5 - Online Workshop on Digitalisation of Bathing Water
Management
Water Europe will present together with the Horizon 2020 project digitalwater.city, and the EU-LIFE project iBathWater, the online workshop on
“Water-Smart Management of Bathing Areas via Digitalisation”.
The workshop will explore the potential benefits of digital innovations
such as online sensors, machine learning, process-based models and
mobile apps for managing microbial safety of bathing water sites.

More
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10-13 April IWA Conference on Wastewater, Water and Resource
Recovery
The IWA Conference on Wastewater, Water and Resource Recovery
(WWRR) 2022 will focus on nutrients removal and recovery.

More
12 April: 4th OECD Roundtable on the Circular Economy in Cities and
Regions. Organised by the OECD.

More
20 and 21 April 2022: VI ERSARA Technical Seminar on the regulation
of water, sanitation and waste services.
Organised by the Regulatory Entity of the Azores Water and Waste
Services (ERSARA). City of Horta, Faial island, Azores.

More
22-28 April - FSR Online training – Aggregation of water and
sanitation utilities
FSR Online training on the reform paths taken by countries around the
globe to aggregate WS utilities. Did those aggregation reforms and
processes always achieve the expected outcomes? If not, why didn’t the
awaited benefits materialise in practice? What are the actual
achievements of these reforms?

More
26 - 27 April - WE International Water Dialogues
Water Europe IWDs is an initiative, in line with the three main WE
programmes: WE Collaboration, Advocacy and Market Programme, which
aims to set up business and research collaboration between the EU and
other strategic global regions to better enable our members to create
market opportunities for European solutions and to facilitate scientific
collaboration.

More
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REGULATION & ENVIRONMENT
GROUNDWATER & WATER RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT
Doing More with Less - Smarter Subsidies for Water Supply and
Sanitation
World Bank research shows that governments worldwide are pouring
money into water and sanitation subsidies. However, all too often, that
funding doesn’t flow to those who need it most. However, subsidies can
be powerful and progressive tools in delivering water and sanitation
when designed in smart and targeted ways and implemented effectively.

More
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The Value of Water—Estimating Water-Disruption Impacts on
Businesses
As water serves as a necessary and often irreplaceable input in a range
of goods and services, a disruption in the water supply can cause lost
production and sales for businesses. Thus, large benefits may be
generated by reducing the risk of water disruptions. To enable the
selection of economically viable risk mitigation measures, the investment
costs should be weighed against the benefits of risk mitigation.
Consequently, quantitative estimates of the consequences of disruptions
need to be available. However, despite the importance of water to
businesses, the literature on their financial losses due to short and longterm water disruptions is still scarce. This paper aims to estimate timedependent water supply resiliency factors for economic sectors (i.e. a
metric focusing on the level of output that businesses can uphold during
a disruption), to contribute to better decision support for water supply
planning and risk management.

More
Cost of Urban Wastewater Treatment and Ecotaxes: Evidence from
Municipalities in Southern Europe
The principle of cost recovery established by the Water Framework
Directive underlines the need for tax rates, which can raise enough
revenue to finance the cost of treatments applied to wastewater. This
research aims to understand the different types of charges related to
urban wastewater treatment that can be levied by the authorities
responsible for this service. This paper also aims to determine whether
these taxes contribute to guaranteeing the economic feasibility of the
wastewater treatment plants.

More
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Aosta Valley Mountain Springs: A Preliminary Analysis for
Understanding Variations in Water Resource Availability under
Climate Change
The availability of freshwater resources in mountain areas has been
affected by the impact of climate change on groundwater storage
mechanisms. This analysis aims to explain how water storage conditions
and trends have changed due to climate-driven factors, and provide an
understanding of the relationship between changes in weather
conditions and water availability in the Aosta Valley region.

More

FROM OUR MEMBERS

From VMM Flanders (Belgium)
Tariff setting process 2023-2028, new policy frameworks from VMM.
In preparation for the new plans. VMM prepared new policy frameworks
to encourage water companies to define long-term and operational
objectives, associated investments and guidelines for compensation for
additional performances within the drinking water activity.

More
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From PUC Latvia
The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) of Latvia has developed a new
operational strategy for 2022-2026. The new operational strategy sets out
strategic objectives, key goals, and KPIs to evaluate results.

More

ABOUT US
WAREG is the European Association of national and regional public authorities
with supervisory and tariff-setting competencies over drinking water and
wastewater services. Our primary aim is to disseminate knowledge of the most
advanced economic instruments that incentivise capital investment, efficient
operational costs, and environmental sustainability in the water industry, to
ensure universal access to high-quality standards of water services. We promote
best practices of implementation of the EU acquis in the drinking water and
wastewater sectors, within EU Member Countries and EU Candidate Countries.
Our Members protect the interests of over 400 million citizens in the wider
European region.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
Click on this link to subscribe and receive every month news
from water regulators from all around Europe.
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