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EDITORIAL
NEW REGULATORY TOOLS FOR THE
ECOLOGICAL TRANSITION OF THE WATER
SECTOR

In 2019 the conclusions of the first European Forum on the Regulation of
Water Services launched the idea to renovate the set of regulatory tools
adopted by water authorities by activating innovation-based and riskbased approaches, besides classical economic regulation focused on cost
recovery (input-based) and quality standards (output-based).
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MONTHLY FOCUS
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
The Best Project, treatment and management of industrial
wastewaters. The aim of project BEST is to improve the treatment and
management of industrial wastewaters in the Baltic Sea Region and to
reduce the environmental impact caused by industrial wastewaters cotreated with domestic wastewater at municipal treatment plants.
Therefore, one of the main goals of the project is to provide
recommendations and guidelines towards improved management of
industrial wastewaters

More
Quantifying the Benefit of a Dynamic Performance Assessment of
WWTP.An analysis of the environmental impact of the operation of a
wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) using different control strategies is
carried out considering the dynamic evolution of some environmental
indicators and average operation costs.
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Extending Natural Limits to Address Water Scarcity? The Role of
Non-Conventional Water Fluxes in Climate Change Adaptation
Capacity. This paper examines benefits and concerns and the interconnections of using reclaimed and desalinated water for agricultural
and urban-tourist uses to address water scarcity and climate change
impacts, focusing on the experiences in the southern part of Spain.
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EUROPEAN UNION MONITORING
The European Commission has launched the Online Public
Consultation on the revision of the Urban Waste Water Treatment
Directive to gather general views from the public on their
understanding and relation with (waste) water and on to gather more
detailed information and opinions from experts and public and private
entities in charge of implementation on the specificities of the
directive. Public consultation ends on July 21.
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On the 6th of May the Provisional Agreement on the Commission
Proposal on the European Climate Law has been approved by
COREPER. The Regulation aims to establish a framework for the
irreversible and gradual reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
by sources, and to set out a binding objective of climate neutrality in
the EU by 2050. In addition, the Regulation also outlines a binding
target of a net domestic reduction in greenhouse gas emissions for
2030.

More
European Commission adopted the EU Action Plan: “Towards Zero
Pollution for Air, Water and Soil”. It's a key deliverable of the
European Green Deal and the main topic of this year's EU Green Week.
It sets out an integrated vision for 2050: a world where pollution is
reduced to levels that are no longer harmful to human health and
natural ecosystems, as well as the steps to get there.The plan ties
together all relevant EU policies to tackle and prevent pollution, here
you can find more info.

More
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WATER AND WASTEWATER SECTOR IN
UK
Water UK and Waterwise launch their 2021 Water’s Worth Saving
campaign, the joint effort to diminish water consumption through
awareness campaigns. The campaign aims at demonstrating with easy
top-tips show how everyone can take important water-saving measures
at home.

More
Ofwat sets out plans for retailers to recover portion of excess bad
debt from business customers, following its March consultation on
business customer bad debt in the business retail market. Ofwat has set
out plans to help retailers begin the recovery of a portion of excess bad
debt costs from business customers, starting from April 2022.
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INTERNATIONAL
IWA Digital World Water Congress on the 24th of May starts the first
entirely virtual IWA World Water Congress. It aims to bring together global
stakeholders from the water sector and covers the complete water cycle,
from water resources to wastewater recovery – connecting the dots for a
water-wise world.

More
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The European Green Week 2021, 31 May – 04 June, will be dedicated to
the ‘zero pollution ambition’. It will also look at other relevant European
Green Deal initiatives, such as the climate initiatives, the upcoming
Chemicals Strategy, as well as initiatives in the fields of energy, industry,
mobility, agriculture, fisheries, health and biodiversity. EU Green Week
2021 will be an opportunity to engage with all stakeholders and interested
citizens on how we can work together to make the ambition for a zero
pollution and toxic-free environment a reality.

More
Registration to the webinar: “Groundwater, key to the Sustainable
Development Goals” (27th May). Water is part of this 2030 Agenda
especially through SDG 6. Within this framework, groundwater resources
(GWR) have a key role to play, directly in terms of hygiene and health, food
production (irrigation), protection and restoration of ecosystems and
biodiversity and then, contribute to reduce poverty and inequalities, to
education and gender equality and peace.
This First Webinar will be the opportunity to address some of these
themes through the experiences of various actors (research, industry, local
government, NGO...).
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FROM OUR MEMBERS
This month the Water Regulatory Authority of Albania (ERRU) and the
Energy and Water Services Regulatory Commission of the Republic of
North Macedonia (ERC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) aimed at developing a long-term cooperation and exchanging best
practices on water sector regulatory models and on the performances of
water utilities.
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ABOUT US
WAREG is the European Association of national and regional public authorities
with supervisory and tariff-setting competencies over drinking water and
wastewater services. Our primary aim is to disseminate knowledge of the most
advanced economic instruments that incentivize capital investment, efficient
operational costs, and environmental sustainability in the water industry, and
that ensure universal access to high-quality standards of water services. We
promote best practices of implementation of the EU acquis in the drinking water
and wastewater sector, within EU Member Countries and EU candidate
Countries. Our Members protect the interests of more than 400 million citizens
in the wider European region.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
Click on this link to subscribe and receive every month news
from water regulators from all around Europe about the water
and wastewater sector.
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