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MONTHLY FOCUS ON REGULATION
IMPLEMENTING EU WATER LEGISLATION
Management of Global Warming Effects in the European WFD:
Consideration of Social–Ecological System Features in the Elbe River
Basin District.
An analysis of the extent to which global warming management is
integrated into the European Water Framework Directive, focused on the
Elbe River
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“Precaution and Innovation in the Context of Wastewater
Regulation: An Examination of Financial Innovation under UWWTD
Disputes in London and Milan.
The Water Framework Directive sets out standards to guarantee high
quality water services for European citizens. This creates pressure on
European cities to update and renew their water infrastructures at great
financial cost. Cities within the Union try to bridge this financial gap with
a variety of approaches. This paper presents the cases of London and
Milan, both of which were subject to legal proceedings for breaching the
Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive. By example of these two cases,
this article details how the precautionary principle affects urban water
infrastructure provision, and how the regulation of the primary risk of
pollution can both trigger innovation and create secondary risks within
the highly integrated urban water infrastructure sector.
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Wastewater Treatment Plant Assessment by Quantifying the
Carbon and Water Footprint.
In the context of efficient and sustainable management of the elements
of the urban water cycle as an aim of the Water Framework Directive, the
evaluation of indicators such as the water footprint and the carbon
footprint in a wastewater treatment plant provides a quantification of
the environmental impact, both negative and positive, which implies its
exploitation. In this study, in addition to WF and CF quantification, a joint
evaluation of both indicators was conducted. The results for four WWTPs
show operational scenarios for better management in accordance with
the WFD.
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Cost of Urban Wastewater Treatment and Ecotaxes: Evidence from
Municipalities in Southern Europe.
The principle of cost recovery established by the Water Framework
Directive underlines the need for tax rates, which can raise enough
revenue to finance the cost of treatments applied to wastewater. The
objective of this research is to gain an understanding the different types
of charges related to urban wastewater treatment that can be levied by
the authorities responsible for this service. This paper also aims to
determine whether these taxes contribute to guaranteeing the economic
feasibility of the wastewater treatment plants.
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From EU Directives to Local Stormwater Discharge Permits: A Study
of Regulatory Uncertainty and Practice Gaps in Denmark.
Climate changes and urbanization push cities to redesign their drainage
systems, which may increase separate stormwater discharges to local
recipients. In the EU, regulation of these is governed by the Water
Framework Directive and the Floods Directive, but national
implementation varies and is often supplemented with local nonlegislative guidelines. By reviewing trends and discrepancies in the
Danish regulation practice for separated stormwater discharges, this
article investigates how the directives are put into effect.
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The second edition of the European Forum on the Regulation of
Water Services is going to take place on the 1st of December 2021.
EFRWS is the only multistakeholder conference completely dedicated to
water regulation.
The event is organised by WAREG and ARERA, participation is open and
for free.
Follow our social media to know more about the event and to
participate.
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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS
Ecological status of surface waters in Europe
Between 2010 and 2019, industrial releases to Europe’s water bodies of
pollutants that are damaging to human health and the environment
declined overall. Releases of heavy metals declined significantly, while
emissions of nitrogen and phosphorus, which cause eutrophication,
declined to a lesser extent. In the same period, the economic value of
industry increased by 14%, in line with the EU policy objective of
supporting industrial growth while decreasing industrial emissions.
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Industrial pollutant releases to water in Europe
The Water Framework Directive aims to achieve good status for all
rivers, lakes and transitional and coastal waters in the EU. Achieving
good ecological status for surface waters is critical to this. According to
countries’ second river basin management plans, good ecological status
had been achieved for around 40% of surface waters (rivers, lakes and
transitional and coastal waters) by 2015.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
SPOTLIGHT ON URBAN RUNOFF
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems in Spain: Analysis of the
Research on SUDS Based on Climatology.
Sustainable urban drainage systems, or urban green infrastructure for
stormwater control, emerged for more sustainable management of
runoff in cities and provide other benefits such as urban mitigation and
adaptation to climate change. The main objective of this work has been
to know through bibliographic review the state of the art of scientific
research of these systems and their relationship with the different types
of climates in the country.
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A preliminary pan-European assessment of pollution loads from
urban runoff.
Acknowledging the difficulty of modelling pollution conveyed by urban
runoff, this contribution presents a first pan-European quantification of
loads from this diffuse source. On a European scale, this yields
discharges corresponding to untreated wastewater of about 31 million
population equivalents (PE) for BOD5, about 18.5 million PE for N and P
and about 280 million for TSS. These represent 51% of the pollution
coming from treated wastewater for BOD5, 15% for N and P and 461%
for TSS. Although the model applied for the assessment was developed
more than 40 years ago, the results are consistent with those obtained
using more recent parameterizations, except for a tendency to
underestimate P loads. Reducing runoff volume from urban areas
through improved water retention is not only key to pollution control,
but also a no-regret option thanks to its co-benefits, especially when
incorporated at early stages of planning and design.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS & EVENTS
NORDIWA wastewater conference 2021 – 28 Sept. – 01 Oct.
More than 200 presenters engaged in five parallel tracks, welcome experts
and practitioners, managers and operators, city planners, researchers,
engineers, advisors and others with an interest in wastewater
management, urban drainage and climate adaptation in the Nordic region.
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The OECD Forum on Green Finance and Investment – 08-11 Oct.
The annual flagship event of the OECD Centre on Green Finance and
Investment. Now in its eighth year, the Forum gathers senior policy makers
and key public and private actors for action-oriented discussions on green
and sustainable finance issues.
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Virtual Conference: 9th IWA Microbial Ecology and Water
Engineering Specialist Conference: Microbial Ecology Data &
Principles for Water Systems and Industries. 18-20 2021.
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IDA’s 2021 Water Reuse and Recycling Conference – 11-13 Oct.
The International Water Reuse and Recycling Conference raises one of
the most important questions for the water sector: how can we make
every drop count – and how can make every drop count starting today.
The International Desalination Association invites you to be part of this
vision. Join the Association in a global collaborative effort to implement
best practices surrounding water reuse
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The 2021 Danube Water Conference – 18-20 Oct.
“Building a Resilient and Water Secure Danube Region”.
Join an exciting two-track conference covering water security and water
supply and sanitation services. Spend three inspiring afternoons
attending short, crisp sessions in a variety of engaging session formats.
Sit down with colleagues in the virtual space for safe 1-on-1 networking
and take a tour of exhibitor booths. Enjoy a nearly real-life conference
experience without having to leave your chair.
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ABOUT US
WAREG is the European Association of national and regional public authorities
with supervisory and tariff-setting competencies over drinking water and
wastewater services. Our primary aim is to disseminate knowledge of the most
advanced economic instruments that incentivize capital investment, efficient
operational costs, and environmental sustainability in the water industry, and
that ensure universal access to high-quality standards of water services. We
promote best practices of implementation of the EU acquis in the drinking water
and wastewater sector, within EU Member Countries and EU candidate
Countries. Our Members protect the interests of more than 400 million citizens
in the wider European region.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
Click on this link to subscribe and receive every month news
from water regulators from all around Europe about the water
and wastewater sector.
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